GEE, I SURE 


It is currently the 3rd of August, 2022 at 8:28 am, and it's a nice temporate Wednesday. 
I'm sitting on the ground at school just... writing this | guess??? Yeah.... Not the best 


writing position nor place, | know. 


He doesn't like to admit it, but whether Garfield likes it or not, Jon is his sole caretaker. 
Jon does everything a cat owner could do for Garfield; gets him food, gives him pats, 
cooks him lasagna, takes him for walks, gives him the occassional bath, and gets him 
checked up at the vet. The same goes for Lyman's dog, Odie, who is now under Jon's 
loving care after the tragic disappearance of our boy in '83... Jon is a constant in 
Garfield and Odie's life, they depend on him to take care of them and to provide a living 
space for them. And in turn, Garfield and Odie are a constant in Jon's life. He needs 
them as much as they need him. As a reclusive, lonely and struggling man living almost 
entirely by himself in a small cosy house, Jon finds himself often talking to Garfield 
about his issues more often than not. Yes, he has Liz, and he also has the occassional 
chat with Irma at the coffee shop, but we don't really see Jon talking to any friends in 
his life outside of his immediate family. So, Jon needs these animals with him to feel 


connected and to just talk to someone every once in a while. 


But what would happen if that all disappeared one day? What would happen if Garfield 
and Odie suddenly just weren't there for Jon? 


Readers, I'd like to talk briefly about a storyline in the Garfield strip that went from the 
25th of August, 1986 to the 28th of September, 1986. It is a storyline where Garfield 


and Odie go missing for, I'm assuming, more than a few days at least, and the 
significance of the effect it has on Jon Arbuckle. It's interesting to me not only because 
it's apparently the third time Garfield went missing, but it also brings a lot of insight to 
the psyche of Jon and his odd behaviours. It's interesting because Garfield and Odie are 
not only in a different environment (Odie gets taken in by a little girl and Garfield enters 
the circus), but we get to see a little of Jon's dependency on his pets and just the extent 


of how much this disappearance really could have messed with him. 


The storyline basically starts with Jon telling Garfield to go get the newspaper, and so, a 
disgruntled Garfield does go outside to get the paper. However, being a creature of 
curiosity, Garfield thinks "| wonder what would happen if | just kept right on walking?" 
and thus, he strolls out onto the street to God knows where. 10 minutes pass, and Jon 
asks Odie to go find the fat feline. 


The next strip after this one is where we can immediately begin to see Jon's 
dependency on Garfield and Odie crack open. Jon, in the last two strips, was at his 
normal routine of having a nice cup of hot coffee to sitting down on his possibly 100th 
armchair that has yet to be claimed by the vengence of Garfield's claws. Yet, in this strip 
which is also displayed above, Jon is laying down on the couch, shoes off, staring at the 
ceiling. It has presumably been a long time since Odie went to go look for Garfield, as 
Jon proclaims "Gee, | sure miss the boys". Jon then suddenly sits up, having been 
startled by something, before realising it was just the gaunt, harsh quietness of being 
alone. Jon is acting quite strange here, it's as if Garfield and Odie have been gone for an 
hour, and maybe they have, but hasn't it only been around 10 or so minutes? It's 
certainly not unusual to miss your pets, but Jon seems to already be grieving their 
absense. Jon is so used to having the little guys around that it's weird having it be 
completely silent, but when we take into account the insecurities Jon has, it's more 


depressing and heartbreaking to see him mope around like this. 


Garfield has always been someone that Jon could talk to and vent his feelings out. He's 
a lonely man, so in place of proper socialisation he could have had with Lyman, Jon 
copes by talking to his cat and just vent out all his thoughts to. Jon has a very loud 
mind, he's constantly having these little thoughts that just need to come out sooner or 
later, but when the cat suddenly isn't around to do that, what's he to do? Just sit around 


all day in the deafening void of his own racing thoughts? Succumb to the void of self 


loathing and depression alone? It's no wonder Jon reacts this way. He's lonely, secluded, 
near desperate, he needs someone who he can talk to now that Lyman's gone, but no 
one's there, and he is truly alone. Depressed, lonely, worried about his pets, He just lays 
there quietly, his thoughts starting to becoming too much to resist the urge to blurt 
them out in a futile attempt to be heard by something. 


And considering this next strip, | have the feeling Jon didn't take it very well. 


This strip probably takes place maybe 20 or so minutes after the previous one, and after 
just sitting around doing nothing in that small little house, worrying his nuts off about 
his pets, Jon's boredom and stress starts to get to his head. His own thoughts are just 
too much, where are his boys? Why haven't they come back yet? Jon yells out to them 
from the window, "GARFIELD! ODIE!? WHERE ARE YOU?" Note the exclamation mark 
and question mark combo used when Jon calls out for Odie. Characters usually have 
this punctuation combo when they are incredibly confused, shocked, or near losing It, 
and the latter appears to be true for Jon. "HA-HA, GUYS. THE JOKE'S OVER. NOW 
COME BACK HERE!" he shouts, as his neighbour peeks at him from over the fence. Jon, 
in a state of desperation, begins to laugh unnaturally, his eyes crossing, laughing out in 
hopes that Garfield and Odie will come running back to him as he makes his neighbour 


progressively more concerned for his mental wellbeing. 


What's happening here are the telltale signs that Jon is in denial, and that he also has an 


apparent dependency on his pets. 


Jon isn't used to being alone for this long. Think about it, Jon may be lonely, but he is 
almost never physically alone. No matter where he is, Garfield is usually always with 
him. At resturants, at the shops he goes to, at dinner dates, over at the farm, Garfield is 
always there to tag along with Jon that | wouldn't be surprised if Garfield was his 
emotional support pet. One of the only reasons Jon hasn't fully snapped yet is because 
he has his pets by his side to keep him company. But to suddenly have no one by your 
side is scary, saddening, depressing, and Jon, unable to take the realisation of true 
loneliness growing bigger and bigger inside his head... He starts to lose it. He's never 
been without Garfield or Odie by his side for years, so to suddenly be completely alone 
without his pets, without a friend, without Lyman, without anyone... Jon has only had to 


deal with this a few times, he can't take it that well. He's in denial, and he's desperate. 


He just wants everything to return to normalcy. He can't take it, so he doesn't take it, 
which is why this strip is both so interesting and so saddening to me. It really shows 
how lonely (and relatable) Jon is in his life, | can't even imagine if he lost his pets for 


good. 


The next strip | want to talk about also makes me quite sad. After trying and failing to 
find Garf and Odie through an ad in the paper (see: August 31st, 1986), Jon sits down in 
a chair, defeated, deciding to watch television to get his mind off things. "I don't know 
why | should be so upset over Garfield and Odie leaving." Jon thinks to himself 
solemnly, resting his tired head in his palm. "It's not like they're family or anything". Jon 
continues to watch television sadly, when what | think is a Public Service 
Announcement or something plays and says "It's 10:00. Do you know where your 
children are?". Thoughts of Garfield and Odie rush back to Jon's mind as he recoils, 
suddenly struck again with the bitter reality that it's been a day or two since his beloved 


pets had run away, and he cries openly. He misses them so much. So, so much. 


What | find interesting about this strip is the mention of knowing where your children 
are. Jon is a cat dad, we know that, but think of the language Jon often uses towards 
Garfield and Odie. He often refers to both of them as his "boys" and not his pets, saying 
things like "Okay boys, time for a walk!" and whatnot. Whenever he takes Garfield 
somewhere and he misbehaves, he scolds him like a father would. Heck, even in 
Garfield Gets Real which | still regard as one of the strangest Garfield movies I've ever 
seen, when Garfield, Odie, Nermal and Arlene get into his car, he calls them all "kids"! 
Jon not only was reminded of his pets because the TV reminded him they were missing, 
but because Jon sees them as almost being his own kids. And in a way, they are. 
Garfield and Odie are brothers by bond, and Jon's always there to take care of them, 
feed them and raise them. | have this headcanon that Jon has always wanted to have 
kids of his own but never got around to being able to, so to me personally, this little 


detail about Jon has always been one of interest to me. 


But this also matters because of the importance Garfield and Odie have to Jon for him 
to see them as his boys, his kids. Garfield and Odie matter so much to Jon, he'd be lost 
without them, as seen with the previous strips. He cares about them, he loves them, but 


most importantly, he needs them. He needs them by his side, he needs them for 


support, he needs them to feel loved and cared for in his lonely, unlucky life. And in 


return, Garfield and Odie need and care for Jon too. 


Jon is very dependent on his pets. | mean, he literally begins to lose it when they're not 
there anymore. For the longest time, Garfield was the only person he could talk to. 
Before Liz became his partner, Jon would barely even be able to start a conversation... 
Not that he was able to start one with a cat, but regardless, Garfield was Jon's only form 
of socialisation. | mean, the cat even says it himself, "Jon, you're so insecure". Jon needs 
these two, otherwise what is he to do with himself? This really reminds me of Garfield 
Minus Garfield, granted that one's slightly different because it implies Garfield never 
existed in the first place, but still. You take Garfield away from Jon and you expose the 
insecurities and vulnarabilities of a sad, lonely man that all of us can relate to in one way 
or another (except i-hate-jon-arbuckle). This is why the ending to this storyline is even 
more heartwarming, because when Jon finally finds the two in a pet store, he takes 
them home in his arms, his face beaming the whole way in the sunset. Finally free from 
his loneliness and finally in a secure spot once again, Jon is happy to have his boys back 


home, safe and sound. It's nice, it's heartwarming, it's adorable, it's secure. 


There is one more thing though that | wanna quickly mention and that's the detail of 
when Garfield enters the house in the last strip, you can see that the walls have visible 
cracks, the wallpaper's falling apart in some places, Garfield mentions that there's dry 
rot, which really makes me concerned for Jon, as without his pets, the house started to 
go into shambles along with his mental state. It's a small implication, but it matters. And 
so does Jon. And | know, "He's going to get sentimental about a cartoon character 
again, what else is new", but really. If Jon were real, | just want him to know that | and 
so many other people truly care about him, whether he knows it or not. Details like this 
make me concerned for him, and | just want to reach out, give him a hand, talk with him, 
and be his friend. | want to help him through his struggle and make him feel less alone 
because | care for him. Jon, you have proven to me that you are a strong man. You have 
struggles, you have issues, and sometimes it's hard. It's tough, I've been through shit too 
and | can tell you that it's not easy at all. And that's why it's worth it when you hold on 
and live though it to see the end. And it may seem useless, but please know that it isn't, 
and that you can do this, bud. | believe in you, Jon. With today's struggles comes 


tomorrows strengths, stay strong, Arbuckle. :) 


Last edited at 6:21 pm. Long school day! 


